
Top news outlets are calling out 
EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt  

 for his false coal job claims 
 

 
 
Fact Checker: Pruitt’s 
claim that ‘almost 
50,000 jobs’ have been 
gained in coal 
 
By Glenn Kessler 
June 6, 2017 at 3:00 AM 
 
"We don’t try to play gotcha, and it’s clear 
that Pruitt completely flubbed his talking 
point on one TV program. But he still 
uttered misleading spin on other news 
programs, trying to take advantage of the 
BLS job labels to  suggest that there has 
been a huge gain in coal/mining jobs, in 
part by reaching back months before Trump 
came to the White House. The data is not 
made up out of whole cloth, but the claim is 
so tortured that it screams. 
 
“Administration officials such as Pruitt need 
to learn they increasingly have little 
credibility when they try to manipulate 
government statistics in service of a dubious 
talking point. Pruitt earns four Pinocchios."  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Are coal mining jobs 
up by 50,000 since last 
year? Not exactly 
 
By Louis Jacobson  
June 5th, 2017 at 4:36 p.m. 
 
Pruitt said, "Since the fourth quarter of last 
year until most recently, we've added almost 
50,000 jobs in the coal sector. In the month 
of May alone, almost 7,000 jobs." 
 
The official Bureau of Labor Statistics data 
shows strikingly smaller increases than 
what Pruitt said, even when taking into 
account his comments on other Sunday 
shows. Meanwhile, there is evidence that 
coal production and shipment is higher this 
year compared to early 2016, but the rise 
actually began under Obama and it’s not 
clear that Trump policies have been the 
driving factor. 
 
We rate the statement Mostly False. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/glenn-kessler/


 

 
 

EPA says Pruitt 
included other mining 
jobs when touting 
growth in coal 
 
By Valerie Volcovici  
Mon Jun 5, 2017 | 5:16pm EDT 
 
“When the head of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, Scott Pruitt, incorrectly 
told a series of talk show hosts this weekend 
that the coal industry had added nearly 
50,000 jobs since late last year, he was 
using figures covering the metals, oil and 
gas industries too, an EPA spokesman said 
on Monday.” 
 

 
 

Scott Pruitt Is As 
Insanely Wrong About 
Coal Jobs As He Is 
About Climate Change 
 
By Jonathan Chait 
June 5, 2017 12:35 pm 
 

“Environmental Protection Agency 
Administrator Scott Pruitt, appearing 
on This Week With George Stephanopoulos, 
casually asserted that the Trump 
administration has presided over a 
staggering increase in coal-industry 
employment.”  
 
“How false are these statistics? Extremely 
false.” 

 

 
 
 

FACT CHECK: Pruitt 
blows smoke over coal 
jobs and climate 
 
By Michael Biesecker and Seth Borenstein  
Jun 5, 2017, 6:18 PM ET 
 
“President Donald Trump's environmental 
chief has been trying to clear the air about 
why his boss is pulling out of the Paris 
climate accord, but some of the claims he's 
making are as solid as smoke.” 
 

 

 
Fact check: EPA 
Administrator Scott 
Pruitt and coal jobs 
 
Eugene Kiely, FactCheck.org 
June 6, 2017 9:25 a.m. ET 
 
 “We don’t know where Pruitt got his 
figures, but BLS data do not support his 
claim that the coal sector added 7,000 jobs 
in May and almost 50,000 since the fourth 
quarter of last year”. 


