
 

 
 

How Hobbling the EPA Would Threaten Disaster 
Preparedness and the Environment 

 
Congress will soon begin critical votes on disaster recovery funding and the Trump 

Administration’s deep cuts to the Environmental Protection Agency’s annual budget. 

 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) helps communities prepare for and respond to natural 

catastrophes, just as it helps protect the health and safety of all Americans year-round.  But the EPA is 

already stretched thin after years of declining budgets, and President Trump and EPA Administrator 

Pruitt are working to cut the EPA budget by 30 percent, which would also hobble many disaster response 

programs.  

 

EPA Programs at Risk 

 
Assessing Risks, Dealing with Contamination, and Supporting Cleanups  

 

 A cut of almost 40% to EPA’s Homeland Security Efforts, including assessments of public 

health risks posed by major infrastructure and facilities. 

 A 30% Cut to Superfund and Brownfield Programs that assess local chemical risks 

(including contamination of flooded neighborhoods), help return contaminated properties to job-

creating productivity or as vital natural habitats, and hold polluters accountable. 

 An 18% cut to EPA Superfund Emergency Response & Removal programs that help 

communities deal with chemical releases that threaten public health and the environment.  

 A cut of nearly 30% to EPA Air Quality Monitoring programs to help communities warn 

residents when disasters and fires or other events year-round release hazardous chemicals into 

the air.  

 A cut of 30% to EPA Public Water System supervision, which helps protect water quality 

during disasters and year-round from threats like raw sewage spills, fecal and other 

contamination in the water, and toxin-releasing algae blooms. 

 A 48% Cut in EPA Underground Storage Tank/Leaking Underground Storage Tank 

Programs that help monitor underground storage tanks, detect leaks of petroleum or other 

hazardous products, repair damage to soil or ground-water, and hold polluters responsible. 

 A 30% Cut to the EPA’s Underground Injection Control Program which protects 

drinking water supplies from underground disposal of chemicals from oil and gas operations..  

More than half of people living in the US—and 99% of people living in rural areas—get their 

drinking water from groundwater supplies.  

 Eliminate Nonpoint Source Pollution Programs which support state efforts to control 

pollutants carried by rainfall runoff into drinking water, rivers and lakes. 

 A 40% cut to EPA Science and Technology Programs which pay for public health experts 

to assess damage to Superfund and other dangerous sites, plan cleanups, and hold responsible 

parties accountable. 

 Cut 3,000 EPA career experts whose institutional knowledge and support are crucial in 

responding to environmental disasters and protecting the environment year-round.   

 



 
 

 
 

This information was prepared with the assistance of SaveEPA, a volunteer organization 
 made up of retired and former employees of the Environmental Protection Agency. 

 

 

 

Keeping Communities Informed and Helping to Deal With Chemical Releases  

 

 A 35% Cut to State and Local Prevention and Preparedness Programs Dealing with 

Chemical Facility Safety that help prevent, prepare for, and respond to catastrophic accidental 

chemical releases at industrial facilities. 

 The Trump Administration is also seeking to eliminate the U.S. Chemical Safety Board, an 

independent federal agency charged with investigating industrial chemical accidents. 

 A 40% Cut in Community Right-to-Know/Toxics Release Inventory programs that 

provide neighborhoods near 20,000 industrial and federal facilities with information about 

pollutants and toxic substances being stored and released into their air, water, and soil.  Such 

programs are critical for assessing risks at facilities like the volatile Arkema chemical plant in 

Crosby, TX. 

 A 15% Cut in Oil Spill Prevention, Preparedness and Emergency programs that deal 

with leaks from above-ground storage tanks, pipelines and production facilities, and requires 

emergency planning for high risk oil storage facilities and refineries.    

 Reduce EPA’s role in providing technical assistance and support to the U.S. Coast 

Guard for coastal and maritime oil spills. 
  

 

Training & Supporting Local Emergency Responders  

 

 Significantly scale back EPA Training & Technical Support for emergency 

responders working to protect their communities, tribes and other federal agencies from and 

chemical and oil spills. 

 

 

Protect Low-Income Communities from Environmental Hazards  
 

 Elimination of the EPA’S Office of Environmental Justice, the programs of which help 

low-income communities, which suffer disproportionately during natural disasters. 

http://saveepaalums.info/

